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PROLOGUE

The way I figure it, everyone gets a miracle. Like, I will probably never be

struck by lightning, or win a Nobel Prize, or become the dictator of a small

nation in the Pacific Islands, or contract terminal ear cancer, or

spontaneously combust. But if you consider all the unlikely things together,

at least one of them will probably happen to each of us. I could have seen it

rain frogs. I could have stepped foot on Mars. I could have been eaten by a

whale. I could have married the queen of England or survived months at

sea. But my miracle was different. My miracle was this: out of all the

houses in all the subdivisions in all of Florida, I ended up living next door

to Margo Roth Spiegelman.

Our subdivision, Jefferson Park, used to be a navy base. But then the navy

didn’t need it anymore, so it returned the land to the citizens of Orlando,

Florida, who decided to build a massive subdivision, because that’s what

Florida does with land. My parents and Margo’s parents ended up moving

next door to one another just after the first houses were built. Margo and I

were two.

Before Jefferson Park was a Pleasantville, and before it was a navy base,

it belonged to an actual Jefferson, this guy Dr. Jefferson Jefferson. Dr.

Jefferson Jefferson has a school named after him in Orlando and also a large


